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a priority corridor

The Atlantic corridor also connects:

ÅNorthern Europe
ÅCentral Europe
ÅThe United Kingdom
ÅNorthern Italy
ÅNorthern Spain
ÅThe Mediterranean
ÅSouthern Spain and the Maghreb

a 2,000 km-long corridor 
interconnecting more than 10 regions in 
five EU countries:

a population of 62 million*

* Source: EUROSTAT, 2007
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a freight corridor

a corridor between ports:  
between the ports of Sines (leader in 
Portugal) and Rotterdam (leader in 
Europe)

The Atlantic Rail Corridor 
forms part of the TEN-T (rail 
network and combined 
transport network) and of 
RailNetEurope (corridor 6)

It also connects the ports of Porto, Bilbao, 
[Ŝ IŀǾǊŜΣ ½ŜŜōǊǳƎƎŜΣ !ƴǘǿŜǊǇŜƴΧ

It serves large capitals (Paris, Madrid, 
Lisbon), industrial regions like the Basque 
Country,  competitive regions like 
Aquitaine and first-order logistics centres 
(Flanders)... altogether:

ϵ2 billion in GDP*

40 million tn/year**

* Source: EUROSTAT, 2007
** Estimate for the pass through the Pyrenees, 2004 

Source: Observatorio Hispano-Francés
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an objective

The constitution of a network of stakeholders aiming at the 
the efficient and sustainable development and promotion of  
the Atlantic Rail Corridor for freight (ARC): 

ÅBoost the development of the corridor's rail freight infrastructure 

ÅCoordinate the planning and execution of the different actions

ÅImprove the quality and efficiency of the rail services 

ÅPromote rail as an alternative mode to road transport

ÅEnsure the interoperability of rolling stock, services and operators

ÅBoost the development of intermodal terminals
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a strategy

Å Convincethe competent authorities of the priority, need, profitability and 

interest of the ARC

Å Make proposals to the rail authorities for the actions necessary in the ARC to 

achieve the objective

Å Insist that public authorities comply with deadlines and quality standards in their 

plans and programmes

Å Demonstratethe technical and economic feasibility of the rail freight services in 

the corridor

Å Communicatethe socioeconomic benefits of the ARC to civil society 

Å Cooperatewith other similar networks or corridors, especially with those of 

West-East interconnection
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an action plan 

1. Draft a presentation documentfor the corridor and its promotion and 

development network

2. Organise and hold an act of foundation for the network and 

ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ όŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ǿŜō ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΧύ

3. Presentations of the network to the competent public authorities, 

regional and local governments, at trade fairs, participation in seminars

4. Monitoring of infrastructure actions and of decisions that affect the 

ARC

5. First technical study: diagnosis of the corridor


