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Å The Transport Group is one of the field -specific working teams of the Atlantic

Arc Commission . It analyses all modes of transport -both passenger and

freight -present in the Atlantic Arc .

Å A minimum of 15 regions and other entities in the United Kingdom, France,

Spain and Portugal are actively involved in the Transport Group .

Å Since January 2009, new institutions have joined the AATG, as is the case of

the Conference of Cities (CAAC) and the Economic and Social Councils

(ESC)of the Atlantic Transnational Network (ATN).

Å Its coordinator is the Director of Transport of the Basque Government : Mr.

Josu Benaito

Å The Transport Group is brought together three or four times a year to hold

working sessionsin different capitals of the Atlantic Arc

Atlantic Arc Transport Group (AATG)
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Å A working session of the Transport Group covers several key points :

Presentation of the transport projects of the regions

Presentation of the current EU affairs concerning transportation

Internal development of technical work

Positioning of the AATG with regard to issues of interest

Monitoring of cooperation projects

Å 2009 saw the holding of three working sessions:

Nantes (Pays de Loire)

Poitiers (Poitou Charente)

Gijón (Asturias)

Å The agendas of the three sessions are described in the following page

Activities in 2009: work sessions   1/2
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ÅNantes (March 2009): The March working session covered the presentation

and debate on the Green Paper on the TEN-T, the EU Maritime Transport

Strategy 2008-2018 and the proposed Regulation for a competitive freight

European Rail Network .

ÅPoitiers (July 2009): A cooperation project was presented, aimed at

improving the efficiency of logistics platform networks in the Atlantic

Corridor (EFFIPLATproject), along with the proposal on the future EU policy

on sustainable transport

ÅGijón (November 2009): Along with the contributions and advances made

as regards to the content of the draft cooperation on logistics platforms in

the Atlantic Arc, the session also covered the presentation of the European

Urban Mobility Plan and the proposed strategy for the Atlantic Arc



June 2010 / 72009 PROGRESS REPORT 

of the Atlantic Arc Transport Group

Activities in 2009: participation in the consultation on the 

Green Paper for the review of the TEN -T policy

Within the CPMR, the Transport Group and the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities

submitted a joint response to the consultation on the revision of the TEN-T policy,

based on the following guidelines :

ÅThe "Basic Network and Overall Network" proposal could be appropriate to the

development of transport infrastructure networks, provided it ensures the

improvement of communications at a regional level and the participation of

regional governments -as regards to the planning and implementation of the

networks .

ÅThe revision of the TEN-T policy has strategic value for ensuring the connection

of the Atlantic Arc, and for curbing the increasing social and economic

differences with central Europe .

ÅThe support to the specific nature of medium -sized cities in the regional

development within the Atlantic Arc .

ÅThe necessary connection of the major corridors among themselves and with

secondary networks, to increase their effectiveness on the territory .

ÅThe introduction of urban networks as a guiding principle of the new TEN-T

http://ec.europa.eu/ten/transport/index_en.htm
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Activities in 2009: Definition of the EFFIPLAT transnational project for 

the improvement of logistics efficiency in the Atlantic Corridor

On concluding an internal consultation process , the regions of the GTAA decided

to move forward in the definition of the EFFIPLATtransnational cooperation project :

Creation of a multimodal logistics -platform network for improving logistics efficiency

in the Atlantic Corridor

2009 saw the definition of the scope, technical content and planning of the project .

Main elements :

ÅCreation of a multimodal logistics -platform network for facilitating the

improvement of competitiveness in freight transportation in the various

regions

ÅProvision of operational responses for the logistics platforms, in four areas :

location and accessibility, operations and sustainability, intermodality ,

promotion and management

ÅBenchmarking of logistics platforms , both inside and outside the Atlantic

Corridor, and knowledge transfer among regions, operators, developers,

and managers ... to catalyse change in their regions and in their activities
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Activities in 2009: documents prepared

In 2009, the Transport Group of the Atlantic Arc Commission produced several

documents for presentation at the various working sessions:

ÅResponse to the consultation process in connection with the Green Paper of 

the TEN-T policy review: joint contribution of the Conference of Atlantic Arc 

Cities-CAAC and the Atlantic Arc Commission Transport Group -AATG

ÅDescription of the EFFIPLATtransnational project

ĭCurrent EUaffairs on transportation (issued periodically)

ĭStrategic Objectives of the EUMaritime Transport Policy for 2018

ĭRegulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the

European Rail Network for competitive freight transport

ĭEC action plan on urban mobility

Å Internal documentation

Å2008-2009 Action Plan of the AATG

Å2008 Progress Report and the activities scheduled for 2009
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Scheduled AATG activities for 2010

As of May 2010, a single working session has taken place :

ÅBrussels (March 2010): the meeting covered the presentation of the Atlantic 

Corridor Rail Strategy project and the proposal for the Transport Group's 

action plan for 2010 -2012. The meeting also monitored the TEN -T review 

process.

Two further sessions are scheduled to take place shortly

ÅThe first is to be held in Lisbon (24 June 2010) and will focus concern on 

reviewing the TEN -T policy, the CPRM strategy for the Atlantic Arc and the 

development of SSS activities in Portugal.

ÅA subsequent session will take place in autumn , and will complete the 

actions included in the 2010 work plan , specifically:

ĭ Monitoring of the TEN -T policy review process

ĭ Funding of the new urban and regional public -transport services

ĭ Experience -sharing over new urban transport systems

ĭMonitoring of the EFFIPLAT project




